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     MATERIALS
Pepper
Bowl of water
Dish Soap

Question: What happens to the surface tension
of the water when you drop soap on it?

Directions: 
1) fill bowl with water.  
2) Sprinkle pepper on the water. 
3) Drop a dot of dish soap in the 
center of the water.
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parting the sea Experiment

Use Your Scientific Method Sheet to record your observations.
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Surface tension

What’s happening?
Water molecules like to stick to each other. At the
surface, they pull together and make the top of the
water act a little bit like a thin sheet. When you add soap,
it breaks that water “sheet or skin.” The water spreads
out, and the pepper quickly moves away from the soap.
The soap changes how the water sticks together!
Does anything else break the water’s ‘skin’ like soap
does?


