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Praise for Frankenstein’s Matzah

"This book is funny, silly and full of family love."
-Lior Zaltzman, deputy managing editor of Kveller
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What You’ll find in this guide
About the author & illustrator
story summary
curriculum connections
more connections
writing prompts
favorite Character writing exercise
character traits
story maps
comics/comic panels
generating ideas: monster/holiday
mash-up
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K. Marcus reads anything and everything. She follows her curiosity
wherever it leads and loves to ask questions and spend hours
researching the answers. While she isn’t a scientist in this dimension,
there is definitely a K. Marcus scientist in the multiverse. She loves when
her friends say her ideas are weird because then she knows she is being
true to herself. She has 2 children that she super loves. (Yes, even more
than gluten free vanilla cupcakes!) She lives in the beautiful Hudson
Valley with her spouse, dog, and 2 cats. Frankenstein’s Matzah is her
debut picture book. You can find more info on kmarcuswrites.com or
email her at kmarcuswrites@gmail.com.

Sam Loman studied illustration at the Academy of Arts in Rotterdam
the Netherlands (BDes), and art, design, and illustration at the
University of Hertfordshire, UK (MA with distinction). She works full-time
from her home as an illustrator/author for picture books and designs
products like stationery, tableware, cards, and more.
Her goal is to create images that have that one special, magical touch
that gives people an awareness of the beautiful things around us.
There are so many things that can give us joy or bring a smile to our
face, things that amaze us: you just need to see them!

about the author

about the illustrator 

Frankensteins matzah.com



Story Summary
In this Passover parody, Vee Frankenstein wants to win the school science fair and
be the best scientist in the whole world. Following the scientific method, Vee’s
experiments to bring a matzah to life has failed 1, 817 times. Vee keeps going
because failure and perseverance are a part of science. During Passover, a Jewish
holiday celebrating the Jewish people’s freedom from being enslaved in Egypt, Vee
is surprised to find that the experiment worked. Vee doesn’t yet know why this
experiment was different from all the others.  

When Vee finds the living matzah during the seder*, there are a lot of questions to
think about including: can the matzah be owned? This question aligns with the
Passover story of the Jewish people being enslaved and finding their freedom.
Through deep reflection and empathy, Vee decides that like the Jewish people,
Manny the matzah should be given his freedom too. Welcoming the stranger is an
important value at Passover, and because Manny is welcomed and the
Frankenstein family chose to be kind to him even though he is different, he decides
to go to the science fair with Vee. 

This story supports discussions about: ethical decision making, welcoming the
stranger, identity/belonging, and STEM in fiction.

While the story doesn’t specify Vee’s gender, the character’s design invites all
children to imagine themselves as the scientist and offers gentle, age appropriate
representation. It shows students that everyone deserves to be seen and builds
empathy because representation matters.

 *At Passover, the story of Jewish people is told during dinner, which is called a
seder (say-der).  Seder means order in Hebrew.  The story is told in a book called
the Haggadah.
**There are two science experiments in the book that can be done with the
students or as a teacher presentation
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This guide helps students analyze the story, build  
writing skills, and use their imagination to create
their own mash-up.

Curriculum Connections

Aligned with NYS ELA Learning Standards (K–2):

• W.K–2.3: Write narratives that include details
and sequence

• SL.K–2.1: Participate in collaborative
conversations

• RL.K–2.3: Identify characters, settings, and
events.

having fun with frankenstein’s matzah
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Science
scientific method
hypothesis formation
observation
variables

SEL
empathy
belonging
agency
welcoming new community members

Cultural Literacy
recognizing holiday structures
learning about tradition-based meals
storytelling frameworks

How do we decide what belongs to us?

consent 
ownership vs responsibility

How do holiday traditions help us remember important values?

empathy through storytelling
situating values in storytelling

More connections



Writing Prompts

My favorite part of Frankenstein’s Matzah was…

If I made something come to life, it would be…

I was surprised that...

My favorite holiday meal is...
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MY FAVORITE
CHARACTER:
Think about words that describe how your favorite character
treats the other characters in the story. Write the words
under your picture. extend it: Use one word in a sentence. 

Character 
Traits
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CHARACTER NAME:

Character
Traits

THESE ARE WORDS THAT DESCRIBE HOW A CHARACTER 

HONEST
HELPFUL
BRAVE
SMART
CARING

THOUGHTFUL
CREATIVE
FUNNY
CHEERFUL
BOLD

SERIOUS
SHY
LOYAL
RESPECTFUL
THANKFUL

CAREFREE
LOYAL
GENTLE
CURIOUS
CONFIDENT

TRAIT: TEXT EVIDENCE:

ACTS AND TREATS OTHERS

USE SOME OF THE WORDS ABOVE OR COME UP WITH YOUR OWN
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By K. Marcus, author and Sam Loman, Illustrator

Characters Setting

Beginning Middle End

Problem Solution

Frankenstein’s Matzah: A Passover Parody

Name
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Comics

Dear Educator:
Comics are a creative way to tell a story. Below, you
will find an idea generator for students to build their
own holiday monster-mash-up. 

If you choose for your students to make their own
comic, here is a list of onomatopoeia words to make
their stories come to life!

ARRGH!
BEEP!
BOING!
BOOM!
BUZZ!
CHIRP!
CLANG!
CLINK!

CRaSH!
CRUNCH!

DRIP!
EEK!

GLUG!
HE HE HE!

HISS!
HONK!

OH NO!
PHEW!
PLOP!
POP!

RATTLE!
RING!
RIP!

RUMBLE!

Slosh!
SNIP!

SWISH!
SWOOSH!
VROOM!
WHIZZ!
YIKES!
ZAP!

ZING!
ZIP!

ZOINKS!
ZOOM!

!!
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Frankenstein’s Matzah
Draw your own 

Monster holiday Mash-up comic



Frankenstein’s Matzah

Generating Ideas
 Pick a number Between 1 & 20 and use The monster & Holiday with
that number in a story or You can choose your own! Your story can be funny,
scary, sweet or even all three! It’s up to you! 
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1. Dragon
2. Chimera
3. Griffin
4. Vampire
5. Werewolf
6. Cyclops
7. Goblin
8. Hydra
9. Ogre

10. Chupacabra
11. Golem

12. Minotaur
13. Zombie
14. Witch
15. Basilisk
16. Ghoul
17. Troll
18. Frankenstein
19. mummy
20.Or make up your own!

1.New Year's Day 
2.Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
3.Lunar New Year
4.Valentine's Day
5.Mardi Gras
6.St. Patrick's Day
7. Christmas
8. Holi
9.Easter 

10.Ramadan 
11. Thanksgiving
12.Indigenous People’s Day
13.Your Birthday!
14. Hanukkah
15.Independence day
16. Juneteenth
17.Rosh Hashanah
18.Eid
19. Diwali
20. Or use one your own!

Monsters Holidays

For example, if you picked #13 Your Story would be about a zombie on your birthday!!



FrankensteinsMatzah.com

Frankenstein’s Matzah
Write your own 

Monster Mash-up Story
Draw a picture and Write what happens In your Monster holiday mash-up.
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Write your own 

Monster Mash-up Story
Draw a picture and Write what happens In your Monster holiday mash-up.
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